
The estimated population in Cattaraugus County in 2014 was 78,600, a significant drop from 
80,317 in 2010. And the median household income was $42,603. Meaning that a household 
of two working adults makes less than $22,000 each per year. This information woke me up 
that morning and really made me start thinking. 

One question we always face is concerning enrollment and how do we get more students 
to come to our school? How do we keep the students we have from transferring to a public 
school? We have an amazing team that manages our school. Students receive what they need 
both academically and socially. Our teachers, administration and support staff work together 
so that our students feel our school is an extension of their home. So why then, is enrollment 
such a tough thing to wrap our arms around? 

After hearing these statistics I feel that much of the answer lies is in those numbers. People 
are struggling financially. Private Catholic schools everywhere are doing everything they 
can to keep their doors open and we are no different. I believe that parents want the best 
for their children and many feel that a private Catholic education could be the right start 
to a successful future. However, when you look at the statistics of our county you can see 
that many people simply may be unable to afford to send their children. In turn, the school 
struggles not to raise tuition so it is accessible to anyone who would like to attend.  Academic 
and Needs-Based Scholarships are offered to help defray the cost of tuition. The money for 
those scholarships come from fundraising and private donations. 

We ask each parent and student who attends our school to make a sacrifice. Parents sacrifice 
financially and students sacrifice by working hard and keeping up with our high academic 
standards. Those of you who have graduated from our schools know the hard work it takes 
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FALL 2015From the Alumni Office
Operating a Private Catholic School.
Recently I was in an Administration meeting and our College 
Admissions Counselor, Dr. Leslie Watson quoted a statistic that got 
my attention. She said, during her research into Cattaraugus County 
she found that only 17.2% of Cattaraugus County residents between 
the years 2009-2014 had a four-year college degree. 

to succeed. We push students to be the 
best that they can be and make sure they 
are ready for life as adults. STCS & Walsh 
hold fundraisers, ask for donations and seek 
out people in our community to support 
our mission. We do this for those students 
that are staying up extra late to study for a 
test. We do this for the parents that give up 
something special to make their tuition bill. 
This is where the STCS & Walsh extended 
family can help. I am a firm believer that it 
takes a village to raise a child and our village 
reaches far beyond the walls of our school.  
It is our alumni, our community leaders, 
and supporters who make it possible for our 
students to succeed. In an era of financial 
struggle, I see so many people stepping up to 
keep our school going and making sure that 
children in our area have a choice in where 
they go to school. Thank you to all of our 
supporters from making STCS and Walsh 
better and stronger every year.

God Bless,  
Jessica Policatsro  
Director of Alumni Relations and Marketing 

*Statistics provided by http://quickfacts.gov
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Drama & Theater Make a Comeback!
During the 2014-2015 School year the 5th & 6th Grade classes performed the 
musical “Dear Edwina” for the STCS & Walsh Community. 

The third week of the 2015-2016 
year kicked off a school-wide 
Spirit Week. Students started the 
week with a spirit wear dress 
down day and pep rally. During 
the pep rally, the boys’ varsity 
soccer team played the girls’ 
varsity volleyball team in a game 
of volleyball. The ball they used 
was not a typical volleyball, but 
instead a large rubber ball that 
made the game very entertaining 
to watch. Though the score was 
close and the teams were tied 
at times, the boys managed to 
squeak out a win. They then had 
to play the STCS/AWA “All 

Star” Faculty 
team and again 
the game was 
close, but the 
soccer team 
pulled off the 
win. The entire 
school was in the 
stands cheering 
for their favorite 

team. Throughout the week 
there were also homeroom door 
decorating contests, a dress 
down as your favorite music 
genre day and pajama day.  The 
week ended with a PTA hosted 
pancake breakfast for the entire 

school. Students and the faculty 
enjoyed sausage, eggs and 
pancakes during first period. The 
mood was festive and everyone 
said the meal was delicious.  
That evening the school gathered 
on the front lawn for a bonfire 
and tailgate party. The children 
were able to play and visit with 
their friends, while the parents 
caught up and relaxed by the fire.  
It was the perfect evening to 
close out spirit week.

Spirit Week

First All-
School 
Mass
Father David Tourville celebrated 
the first all school mass of the year 
on September 15, 2015. Father 
David gave a wonderful interactive 
homily, asking the students 
questions and delighting in their 
candid answers. He spoke to the 
students and staff about Mary.  
Teaching them that she is not only 
the mother of God, but the mother 
of all people. He touched on the 
Seven Sorrows of Mary explaining 
to the students what each one of 
them meant. Having Father say 
mass is always a delight and it was 
the perfect way to kick off the new 
year.
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2015-16 
Student 
Activities 
Council
Back Row: Stephen Watson, 
Cameron Kitchen, Brock Foster & 
Tioga Simpson. Front Row: Krailyn 
Clayton, Amber Hanophy, Eden 
Miller & Willow Greer.
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Students showing their school spirit!

Faculty vs. students volleyball game

The musical was a hit and the 
students did a wonderful job 
considering this was the first 
production they had ever been 
in. Under the guidance of music 
teacher, Melissa Harrison, and 
Montessori Director, Jennifer 
Simpson, the students tapped 
into their inner thespian and 

impressed the 
audience. 

Building on 
the success 
of “Dear 
Edwina,” Ms. 
Simpson and 
Mrs. Harrison 
have started 
a drama 

club that will meet every 
Thursday after school to teach 
theater techniques and stage 
performance skills. They will 
start the season with a one-act 
simple show in November 
and another in December. The 
students will host a spring 
musical as well as take a trip to 

Pancakes for breakfast

watch Mary Poppins preformed 
by the Olean Community Theater.  
Everyone is welcome to attend the 
performances. Specific dates and 
times can be found on our website 
at www.stcswalsh.org.

School performance of “Dear Edwina”

Learning proper theater techniques



What The Middle Years 
Programme (MYP) Offers Our 
Students Academically
The MYP aims to develop active learners 
and internationally minded young people 
who can empathize with others and 
pursue lives of purpose and meaning. 
The programme empowers students to 
inquire into a wide range of issues and 
ideas of significance locally, nationally 
and globally. The result is young people 
who are creative, critical and reflective 
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The F.T. Anna C. Manley 
Memorial Trust
Once again, Archbishop Walsh received a grant from The F.T. 
Anna C. Manley Memorial Trust to provide technology specifically 
focused on mathematical learning.

Mr. Ron Sutton, J.D., LL.M., CTFA; 
Senior Vice President, & Regional Trust 
Executive/Fiduciary Leader, and Senior 
Trust Officer presented Archbishop 
Walsh Academy President, Thomas 
J. Manko, with the grant award in the 
amount of $7,250. The grant award will 
be used to establish a technologically 
advanced mathematics lab. 

“The school is pleased to have its 
grant application approved and excited 
to begin the renovation process 
and installation of new computer 
technology,” said Thomas Manko. “The 
support provided by the F.T. and Anna 
C. Manley Memorial Trust enables 
Archbishop Walsh to provide students 
with a state-of-the-art Mathematics Lab 
2.0 Classroom of the Future. This will 
enhance the rich and rigorous standards 
for the world-class academic education 
established by the Board of Trustees and 

highly prized by our students, their parents 
and our faculty and administrators.”

An 
Introduction 
To Some Of 
Our Newest 
Faculty 
Throughout the years Archbishop Walsh Academy 
has been lucky to have a diverse and knowledgeable 
staff. This year is no exception. Some of our newest 
teachers are featured below. We are happy to welcome 
them, and all of our new teachers to the STCS and 
Walsh Family!

thinkers.  It encourages students aged 
11 to 16 to make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, 
preparing them for success in further study 
and in life. For these reason Southern Tier 
Catholic School and Archbishop Walsh 
has been training their teachers in the 
implementation of the MYP and starting 
the application process soon.

Mr. Ron Sutton, J.D., LL.M., CTFA; Senior Vice 
President, & Regional Trust Executive/Fiduciary 

Leader, and Senior Trust Officer presents Archbishop 
Walsh Academy President, Thomas J. Manko, with 

the grant award

Mrs. Karina Maestre comes 
to our school from Venezuela 
and teaches 4th – 6th grade 

Spanish

Ms. Lorena Vargas comes to 
our school from Columbia 

and teaches 7th – 12th grade 
Spanish

Mr. Patrick Schneider 
is a visiting lecturer of 

chemistry at St. Bonaventure 
University and is teaching 
our High school chemistry 

classes

Dr. Mark Wilson is the 
Department Chair and 

Associate Professor 
of Economics at St. 

Bonaventure University.   
Dr. Wilson is teaching 
our 11th & 12th grade 

economics class
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When school began, we offered our students, their families and 
our faculty and staff an acronym, LIGHT, by which to guide our 
thoughts and actions. Southern Tier Catholic School and Archbishop 
Walsh Academy emphasize Catholic Virtues and Christian 
Community as a living experience. Each student is taught to learn, 
love learning and be a LIGHT:

  L: Live a life of faith.
  I: Impact the world through service, responsible citizenship  
     and social justice.
  G: Grow continuously and strive for excellence.
  H: Honor each person’s unique giftedness.
  T: Treat all people with love, kindness and respect.

Using LIGHT for daily reference, our faculty and staff provide 
quality academic and social growth opportunities for all of our 
students. The schools devote significant attention to Montessori 
through 12th grade curriculum development, implementation and 
analysis as well as professional in-service for our faculty regarding 
our core curriculum which is aligned to exceed New York State’s 
Common Core Standards. Given the advantages of small class sizes 
and our family atmosphere, our students receive individualized 
attention within the context of our collaborative and mutually 
supportive school – family relationships.

The Diocese of Buffalo’s K-8 curricula forms the core of our 
Southern Tier Catholic School’s classroom instruction, which is 
based upon the Common Core Standards. Similarly the International 
Baccalaureate Degree Program (IBDP) forms the core High School 
academic program that exceeds the New York State Regents diploma 
requirements.

Upon graduation our students may earn one or more of eight 
different types of diplomas:

• Regents Diploma – 24 credits, 5 required regents exams with a 
score of 65 or better.

• Regents Diploma with Honors – 24 credits, 5 required regents 
exams with a total computed average of 90 or better.

• Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation – 24 credits, 8 
required regents exams with a score of 65 or better.

• Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation/Mastery 
in Math – Meets requirements of Regents with Advanced 
Designation above and scores 85 or better on all 3 Regents 
examinations in Math.

• Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation/Mastery 
in Science – Meets requirements of Regents with Advanced 
Designation above and scores 85 or better on all 3 Regents 
examinations in Science.

• Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation with Honors 
– 24 credits, 8 required regents exams with a (Mastery in Math 
and Science) with a total computed average of 90 or better.

• International Baccalaureate Certificate(s) – To be 
awarded an IB certificate a candidate must complete subject 
requirements (six subjects are taken in the program) and pass 
the subject examination with a 4 or better.

• International Baccalaureate Diploma – To be awarded an 
IB Diploma, a candidate must fulfill three core requirements 
(Extended Essay, Theory of Knowledge, CAS), in addition to 
passing his or her subject examinations (Six subjects with at 
least three taken at the Higher Level and the rest at the Standard 
Level). In order to receive an IB diploma, candidates must 
receive a minimum of 24 points or an average of four (or C) 
out of a possible seven points for six subjects. Candidates must 
also receive a minimum of 12 points from their Higher Level 
subjects and a minimum of 9 points from their Standard Level 
subjects.

As we look forward to the future, it is evident that we will continue 
to grow while maintaining the high standard and individualize 
education that we offer today. Our faculty is top-notch and 
committed to our students and their families, our finances are strong, 
our reputation solid and our alumni are most supportive.

Southern Tier Catholic School and Archbishop Walsh Academy 
are preeminent private, Catholic schools that enroll students from 
Montessori through the Twelfth Grade. We are confident that 
the strong academics, disciplined learning environment, family 
atmosphere, and Catholic values based education, make us unique 
and unmatched anywhere else in this region.

Presidents’ Message
The 2015-16 school year is well underway with students and their families anticipating the first quarter 
report cards. We are confident that the reports will be positive and encouraging. 

Class of 2015



Athletic Director Andy Moore 
and Assistant Athletic Director 
Pete Ebert are hoping that they 
will be able to get a lacrosse club 
off the ground this spring.  They 

will use this year to build a 
team and with enough interest 
they hope to start competing in 
the 2016-2017 school year.

Future Of Sports
G

R
EEN

 &
 W

H
ITE

Walsh | 5

Carrying On The 
Tradition
Members of kindergarten class sing the school’s 
fight song during the spirit week pep assembly.  

Teams For Fall 
Sports
2015 Modified & Varsity Cross Country Team

2015 Varsity Girls’ Varsity Volleyball Team

2015 Varsity Boys’ Soccer Team

Back Row: Everett Swenson, Joseph Scordo, Aohhan O’se & 
Coach Justin Schumaker

Front Row: Mikailyn Gronemeire, Kelly Fitzgerald & Ruth Scordo

Back Row: Coach Nate Farnum, Kyla McNell, Logan Webster, Krailyn 
Clayton, Jessica Olson, Sophia Garvin & Andrianna Baskin
Front Row: Kelly Fitzgerald, Kieghrae Hund, Willow Greer,  

Kira Clayton, Jade Swick & Alexus Fisk

Back Row: Jackson Bacon, Stephen Watson, Christian Churakos, Adam 
Moore, Cameron Kitchen, Grant Stephen & Coach Pete Ebert

Front Row: Latrell Butler, Dominic Ambroselli, Brock Foster, George Lowry, 
Grace Greer & Alix Printup



The Southern Tier Catholic 
School (STCS) & Archbishop 
Walsh Academy (Walsh) Eagles 
Gala Auction is a formal dinner 

and auction benefit held every 
year. More than 250 attendees 
will enjoy a gourmet meal as 
well as the opportunity to bid on 

fabulous silent and live auction 
items. Proceeds from the event 
are dedicated to meeting the 
financial and special project 
needs of our students.
 
This year the Eagles Gala 
Auction took place on Saturday, 
October 17 from 5:30 to 10 
p.m. at the school. The evening 
featured a catered dinner by 
Brothers Bistro, beer, wine and 
the opportunity to bid on some 
fantastic items including trips, 
experiences, spa packages, and 
sports memorabilia.

2015 Eagles Gala Auction: 
Central Park Live! 

TH
E 

A
ER

IE Showing 
Our Walsh 
Pride

Walsh bumper magnets were 
placed on cars one morning while 
students were being dropped off 
at school.  Since then, people 
have asked to have one for other 
members of their family.  If you 
would like a bumper magnet you 
can purchase them in the school 
main office for $5.00 each.  Join 
us in showing your Walsh pride! 
Go Eagles!

STCS & Walsh Administration 
Attend Pope Francis Address

At the invitation of Congressman 
Thomas Reed, STCS/Walsh 
President, Thomas J. Manko 
and Director of Spiritual Life, 
Mary Lou Plesac traveled to 
Washington, D.C. to witness the 
historical event of Pope Francis 
addressing the United States 
Congress on September 24, 
2015.  This monumental event 
was attended by thousands of 
people and we are thankful that 
members of the Walsh family 
were among the crowd.  The 

speech that Pope Francis gave 
was a significant part of his trip, 
and marked the first-ever joint 
address to Congress by a pontiff.  
“The atmosphere was full of 
excitement and anticipation,” 
said Mrs. Plesac.  “We were 
about midway back in the huge 
crowd, standing, not sitting. We 
met people from all over the 
country as we waited several 
hours for the pope’s address to 
begin.” 

 The Pope, who was greeted 
by cheers as he stepped onto 
the floor of the House of 
Representatives, also received 
several standing ovations and 
sustained applause during 
his address.  He did not scold 
lawmakers -- his tone was more 
akin to that of a sermon or a 
pep talk. But he did not shirk 
from delivering blunt political 
messages consistent with 
Catholic doctrine. 

“Everyone hung on every word 
of his speech,” Mr. Manko said. 
Following the speech we all 
waited patiently and excitingly 
for the pope to come out on 
the balcony. He spoke a few 
words and blessed the crowd, 
mentioning the children in the 
crowd especially, and he told 
everyone to pray for him.” 

Both agree that it was a 
wonderful and special event that 
they were blessed to be part of.

We are always looking 
for local families and 

friends to host a foreign 
exchange student in their 

home. We work with 
several agencies whom 
have students interested 
in attending Archbishop 

Walsh Academy. If you are 
interested in helping us fill 
this need, please contact, 

Mary Beth Garvin, Director 
of Admissions &  
Student Life at  

marybeth.garvin@
walshstcs.org for more 

details.

Host 
Families 
Needed!
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Alumni Spotlight: Thomas 
Palumbo, Class of 1974
“It’s all about family.” These words that Thomas Palumbo has 
lived by throughout his life. 

Tom Palumbo started Archbishop Walsh 
High School in 1970 after graduating from 
a Catholic elementary school. In his words, 
he was not the smartest kid in his class, but 
because Walsh offered him structure, faith 
based values, and rigorous academics, he 
could be successful. He graduated in 1974 
keeping the tradition with his six other siblings 
and becoming a Walsh alumnus. 

After high school Tom attended Alfred State 
College, majoring in Business Administration.  
His first job was with Sears & Roebuck 
Company and after a few years with this 
company, he began work as the Divisional 
Manager for AM&A’s Department Store. He 
helped create a store in the Olean Center Mall, 
where it resided for many years. He then went 
to work for Harold’s Army Navy, a new store 
that moved into downtown Olean. Due to 
the jobs he held, he had accumulated a great 
amount of experience in retail. It was therefore 
a logical leap to start a retail business with 
his brother, who was the athletic director at 
Walsh at the time. Now he is the co-owner and 
founder of Sports Locker, located in Olean 
N.Y.  

Sports Locker started humbly – being run out 
of the brothers’ apartment. It soon became 
successful enough that they moved to a 
storefront at 1619 West State Street in 1984. 
The brothers offered silk screening, custom 
embroidery as well as walls full of sports 
equipment. As the store grew in success, it 
moved to its current location at 711 West State 
Street in 1995 and added large digital format 
printing and laser engraving to its list of Walsh | 7

47th Annual 
Reunion
28 members of the class of 1965 
attended the 47th All Alumni 
Reunion.services. Sports 

Locker is now 
a multi-million 
dollar business, 
employing over 
30 people.

With all of that 
success, many 
people may still 
wonder why stay 
in Olean N.Y. 
when a bigger 
city may offer 

more opportunities for his business? Tom’s 
answer is “family.” The Palumbos are a tight 
knit group and were raised that way. They 
all graduated from Archbishop Walsh High 
School and have stayed close throughout 
the years. Tom says that he was raised to 
appreciate family and God, and Walsh 
reinforced what his parents were teaching 
him. Being in a smaller school system helped 
him be closer to his friends, build stronger 
bonds and participate in sports and activities 
that he might not have tried at a bigger 
school.   

Tom has spent countless hours volunteering 
his time at Walsh. He has served as President 
of the Sports Boosters for several years, 
played a big part in planning the St. Patrick’s 
Day Fundraiser, helped to plan the 5th & 6th 
grade Shamrock Tournament, and making 
sure that STCS and Walsh students are 
always in Spirit Gear. I asked Tom why he 
volunteers so much of his time. “I try to make 
it [Walsh] last longer than I’ll be around.” he 
says. He appreciates what Walsh is offering 
its students today and feels that aside from 
the technology in the classroom, it is much 
like the Walsh he attended as a teenager. 

“It’s important to offer kids a different type 
of education,” he said. “One that focuses on 
faith and family, and teaches values that will 
help them succeed in life.”

On behalf of Archbishop Walsh 
administration, faculty, and students; 
thank you Mr. Palumbo for your tireless 
volunteerism and unfaltering faith in Walsh.

This year the 47th All Alumni Reunion was 
held Saturday, August 1, 2015. The honored 
years were 1960, 1965, 1970, 1975, 1980, 
1985, 1990, 1995, 2000, 2005, 2010, with 
the class of 1965 celebrating their 50th year.  
The evening started with guided tours of 
Archbishop Walsh Academy and Southern 
Tier Catholic School. Several people took 
advantage of the tours to see the classrooms 
and reminisce about their days walking the 
halls. At 5 p.m. there was a special Mass in 
the school chapel to honor the class of 1965.  
Father Peter Schneible, OFM said Mass to 
a crowd that filled the pews. Afterwards, 
everyone made their way to the gymnasium 
for an open bar and catered dinner. The gym 
was decorated in Walsh colors with yearbooks 
and memorabilia filling the space.  When all 
the attendees had finished dinner, President 
Thomas J. Manko spoke a few words to 
everyone in attendance. He thanked the alumni 
for attending and congratulated the Class of 
1965 on 50 years. Throughout the rest of the 
night an antique rocking chair, signed by the 
Class of 1965 and donated by Carol Anderson 
’68 and Erin Brady Swenson an Walsh board 
member, was auctioned off by Nate Smith ’93. 
Attendees also played trivia to see who could 
remember the most about their years at Walsh. 
The evening finished with dancing and much 
laughter. We were honored to have so many 
Walsh alumni in attendance and look forward 
to another year of remembering and nostalgia.  

Watch your mailbox for more information 
about the 48th All Alumni Reunion the 
weekend of August 5 -7, 2016. We might even 
be playing a few rounds of golf!



208 North 24th Street
Olean, NY 14760

Address Service Requested

Follow Us:

Ye Ole Eagles’ Nest...

Archbishop Walsh Academy @walsheagles
 @walshsports

@walshspirit

In the 1965 Aerie you can find a picture of students sitting among friends, enjoying 
a Coke, and shooting a game of pool. Where are these students doing this?  In the 
“Ye Ole Eagles’ Nest!” The Eagles’ Nest was open during dances and provided an 
opportunity for students to become acquainted with Walsh style and tradition. 

Today the Eagles’ Nest serves the same purpose. However, instead of being located 
 in the basement, you can find students on the second floor enjoying almost 
     the same things as the students of 1965. It is open to after-school clubs, 
    meetings, and the 2016 Senior Class has designated it as their senior 
   lounge during the school day. 


