
Alumni, students, families, Board Trustees, administrators, clergy, faculty, and staff are reminded 
of this at every Kindergarten, Eighth Grade and Senior Class graduation ceremony.  Mr. Farnum, 
guidance counselor and International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program director, leads 
the way and recites the first half of the axiom, and the audience finishes with the second half.  
Participants expect that events will contain this tradition, and when Mr. Farnum rises and walks 
to the podium, their anticipation is rewarded.

These words come to life in a variety of ways throughout the school year.  The Eagle Spirit was 
evident during the August 2019 Alumni Reunion Weekend when our alumni strongly, positively 
connected with their alma mater.  One hundred twenty  alumni and guests attended the Alumni 
Reunion Banquet where the Class of 1969 celebrated their 50th Graduation Anniversary and 
raised nearly $10,000 for a class donation.  The Class of ’74 celebrated their 45th high school 
reunion by also donating funds. 

Our first round of students received the inaugural scholarships from the Class of 1968 and the 
second year of the Fr. Gregory Dobson Scholarship Fund:

Proud Eagle Mr. Vincent Volpe CEO, and President of Dresser Rand – RET and major benefactor, 
announced during Fr. Gregory Dobson’s June 8, 2018, Retirement Banquet held at the Basilica 
of St. Mary of the Angels, the creation of the Fr. Gregory Dobson Scholarship Fund of $20,000 
per year for five years for senior high school students effective with the  2018-19 school year.  
Mr. Volpe’s generosity, continued support, and insight have enabled Archbishop Walsh to sustain 
its Franciscan educational mission.  His invitation for others to contribute to the Fr. Gregory 
Dobson Scholarship Fund has been accepted by a number of people who have given generously.  
Donations continue to arrive to the attention of Mr. Joseph Sempolinski, director of development, 
at joe.sempolinski@walshstcs.org.

Most recently, the Walsh and Southern Tier students, administrators, faculty, and staff inducted 
new students and their families into the Walsh Eagle family during the Welcome Breakfast on 
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FALL 2019President’s Message
Archbishop Walsh Academy and Southern Tier Catholic School have  
a tradition that is based upon the axiom: “Once an Eagle, Always  
an Eagle!”

August 28, 2019. Mr. Teddan Shaw, Walsh 
’21, delivered remarks to our new students, 
and he conducted building tours for middle 
and high school students while elementary 
school students and their families met with 
the elementary school classroom teachers.

Then, on September 3, the first day of 
school, all administrators, faculty, and staff 
convened a welcoming committee on the 
front sidewalk as students and their parents 
arrived.  Students’ names were announced, 
and faculty and staff clapped and gave 
students high-fives as they walked through 
the reception line.

A relatively new tradition of the Welcome 
Back Bonfire was held on Friday evening, 
September 13, as part of the Back to School 
Night festivities.  Mr. Lee Filbert, assistant 
principal, introduced the faculty after which 
parents met with teachers to learn about the 
M-12 curricula.  While parents and teachers 
were occupied, Chef Sam Metler prepared a 
delicious meal which his student volunteer 
assistants served along with the generous 
contributions from our families. At sundown, 
the bonfire arranged by Mrs. Liselle Esposito 
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From The Assistant Principal:

The liturgical journey for the 2019-2020 school year for students and 
staff of Archbishop Walsh Academy/Southern Tier Catholic School 
began with our traditional all school Mass on September 12, with  
Fr. David Tourville once again presiding. He reminded all of the 
students of the necessary qualities of good disciples. 

STCS student Xiomara Wallace, who passed away in August, was 
remembered in our prayers with a special intention. Xiomara was the 
daughter of Edmund Wallace, a member of the Walsh Class of ’69. 

Other prayerful traditions that we look forward to this fall are SYATP, a 
high school prayer service held surrounding the flagpole, a pet blessing 
in commemoration of St. Francis of Assisi, and a service honoring 
Walsh graduates who are veterans of the armed services.

On August 3, deceased members of the Classes of ’79 and ’69 were 
remembered at a Mass celebrated in the St. Sebastian Chapel at 
Archbishop Walsh by class members celebrating their 40th and 50th 
reunions. 

Special thanks to Mary Ann (Baldwin) Newark ’79 for planning the 
Mass, Fr. Gregory Dobson for presiding, and fellow members of the 
Class of ’79 for taking an active role in the Mass.

From The Spiritual Director:
By Mary Lou Plesac, Director of Spiritual Life
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Greetings,

My name is Lee Filbert and I am 
Southern Tier Catholic School and 
Archbishop Walsh Academy’s new 
assistant principal for the 2019-2020 
school year! I am very excited to be 
taking on this new role at the school and 
am looking forward to working with all 
our wonderful students, faculty, staff, 
families, donors, and alumni as we work 
to keep the magnificent traditions of 
devotion and excellence at Walsh alive 
for generations to come. This school 
holds a place of prominence and historic 
significance in the Olean community, it 

holds a place of love and devotion in the hearts of all its students, faculty, 
and staff, past and present, and most importantly, it holds the heart of our 
Lord in the tabernacle at the center of our building. 

With such advantages, I cannot think of anywhere else I would be happier 
or prouder to work. 
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Father David Tourville at First All-School Mass

Mr. Lee Filbert

This will be my fifth year at STCS/Walsh, and I’ve come a long way 
from when I was substitute teaching here. During my time, I have 
taught English, religion, social studies/history, and even occasionally 
tried to help students with their math homework (I apologize to any 
students on the receiving end of that “help”). All that time I have always 
felt this school to be one unlike any other I had ever experienced. The 
whole school community is one which actively fosters and encourages 
Christian patience and charity, looking to help its members in whatever 
way they need. I am deeply thankful for the help I have received as a 
teacher, and look forward to being able to better serve the school, which 
has taught me so much, as its assistant principal.

I look forward to meeting, working, and corresponding with all of you 
in the year ahead to honor the proud traditions of Southern Tier Catholic 
School and Archbishop WalshAcademy, and to help be a small part in 
contributing to this great school.

God bless, laudate dominum!

Regards, 
Mr. Lee Filbert 
Assistant Principal



2019 Baccalaureate Graduation 
Speaker

This year, Archbishop Walsh Academy 
graduated another distinguished group of 
seniors.  The ceremony was held on June 
7, 2019, at the Regina A. Quick Center for 
the Arts on the St. Bonaventure University 
campus.  We were honored to have Dr. 
Daniel DeMarte, President of Jamestown 
Community College, speak during the 
graduation ceremony.

Dr. Daniel T. DeMarte was appointed as 
the President of Jamestown Community 
College effective August 2018. Prior to 
assuming leadership of this most prestigious 
post-secondary institution, Dr. DeMarte 
served in a variety of administrative posts 
for several post-secondary institutions 
that have prepared him for the challenges 
of presidential leadership. Similarly, 
Dr. DeMarte’s excellent scholarship is 
evidenced by his succession of academic 
degrees and numerous published articles. 

Dr. DeMarte is a proud Archbishop Walsh 
graduate of the Class of 1985.  A review 
of our yearbooks is replete with pictures 
of Dr. DeMarte as a member of the Walsh 
wrestling team for four years and a member 
of the French Club.

Earning an Honorable Character of Service 
distinction, Dr. DeMarte served our country 
on active duty from 1985 through 1989 
with the United States Air Force. You will 
find Dr. DeMarte’s name outside the St. 
Sebastian Chapel on the Archbishop Walsh 
Military Wall of Honor along with fellow 
Walsh graduates.

Upon his Honorable discharge from the 
Air Force, Dr. DeMarte completed his Walsh | 3
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Development 
Update

Greetings from the development office! We 
had a great reunion over the summer. The 
50th Anniversary Class of 1969 and the 45th 
Anniversary Class of 1974 both gave very 
generous gifts to the school. A great time was had 
by all and the fellowship and fun lasted long into 
the night. We have already started planning next 
year’s event. I hope we have as great a turnout in 
2020 as we did in 2019.

We are deep in preparation for our biggest 
fundraiser of the year, our annual gala. This 
year’s theme is Disco Fever. We will have a large 
number of great auction items, including some 
great trips and items you won’t find anywhere 
else.  I hope you all will be able to make it on 
Oct. 19. Tickets are available on the school 
website. Even if you can’t attend, you can always 
donate to the school online as well. 

Last, I also want to highlight our expanded 
international student program. This year we again 
have international students staying with Walsh 
host families. However, for the first time we are 
hosting international students in a residential 
setting. This is a program we hope on expanding 
dramatically in future years. So, stay tuned!

Thanks so much for your support of Archbishop 
Walsh!

Associate of Science degree in Individual 
Studies from SUNY College at Alfred in 
1990. Motivated to learn and achieve more, 
Dr. DeMarte completed his Bachelor of Arts 
in Political Science from SUNY University 
at Buffalo in 1991. His Master of Science 
Degree followed in 1993 at SUNY College 
at Buffalo with a major in Student Personnel 
Administration and a multidisciplinary 
sequence in Management of Adult Learning.  
Dr. DeMarte earned his Doctorate in 
Education in 1998 with a major in Higher 
Education Administration and a specialization 
in Community Colleges.

Dr. DeMarte launched his post-secondary 
administration career with appointments as 
the Program Coordinator for Off-Campus 
Programs and Instruction for Genesee 
Community College in Batavia, New York, 
from 1992 through 1995 and as Associate 
Director of Research for North Carolina State 
University in Raleigh, North Carolina from 
1995 through 1997.

In these posts, Dr. DeMarte led a talented 
team with oversight capacity of ten functional 
areas that supported 13 academic divisions 
across four campuses. During this time, Dr. 
DeMarte developed policymaking expertise 
for institution-level use of Open Educational 
Resources known as OER. This work 
culminated in his creation of the OER Policy 
Development Tool.

Most recently, Dr. DeMarte served as 
Executive Vice President for Academic and 
Student Affairs from July 2017 to July 2018 
and as Vice President for Academic Affairs 
and Chief Academic Officer from August 
2009 to July 2017 for Tidewater Community 
College in Norfolk, Virginia. 

In his presentation to the graduates, Dr. 
DeMarte advised the students that they will 
need preparation, courage, and determination 
in order to be successful in all of their life’s 
pursuits. In a message appropriate for such 
a small group of students, DeMarte also told 
them “not to listen to those who say one 
person can’t change the world.”

We are grateful that Dr. DeMarte was able 
to join us for our 59th Archbishop Walsh 
Academy graduation ceremony.

Dr. Daniel DeMarte

By Joe Sempolinski, Director of 
Development
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2019 Eagles Gala Auction: Disco Fever!
Southern Tier Catholic School and Archbishop Walsh Academy will 
host its Eagles Gala Auction on Saturday, October 19, 2019, at 5:30 
p.m. at STCS/Walsh school. 

This year’s theme is Disco Fever.  The evening will be filled with 
everything great about the 70’s and disco.  Decorations create the 
energy and excitement that comes with spending a night dancing at 
the disco. We will once again feature entertainment you won’t want to 
miss.  Guests will enjoy a catered meal while they get the opportunity 
to bid on a wide range of amazing items during the silent auctions as 
well as a live auction.

A limited number of tickets are available for this event and must be 
purchased in advance. Tickets are $75 per person, which includes 
appetizers, drinks, buffet dinner, and the opportunity to bid! Dress 
is cocktail attire.  Interested parties can download an invitation or 
purchase tickets online by visiting our website at www.stcswalsh.org/
eagles-gala-auction.     

Additionally, the auction catalog will be available on the website the 
week of the event to view all items up for bid.

and Mr. John O’Laughlin, with pallets donated by Mr. Nate and 
Theresa Smith from Worth W. Smith, was begun and the flames 
could be seen from afar.

Our Eagles are now focused upon Spirit Week, September 30 
- October 5, which includes athletic contests, classroom door 
decoration contests, a student pep assembly and the Walsh Fall 
Formal. 

We also anticipate the Eagles Gala Auction, which is an evening 
filled with revelry while raising funds for the schools. Scheduled for 
Saturday, October 19, 2019, at 5:30 p.m. in the Walsh gymnasium, 
cafeteria, foyer, and hallways, this year’s theme is Disco Fever.  

When you choose your attire, let your imaginations run with this! 

Please plan to attend and make this current generation of Eagles 
proud that past generations of Eagles and families continue to live 
the maxim: 

Once an Eagle, Always an Eagle!

Your continued support is very much appreciated and makes a 
difference for all students.  Thank you.

Pax et Bonum, 
Thomas J. Manko 
School President and Principal

We are pleased to 
bring you this beautiful 
ornament created by 
Hestia Creations for 
the Greater Olean Area 
Chamber of Commerce.  
For 60 years, Archbishop 
Walsh High School has 
been an integral part of 
the Olean landscape, and 

now you can have a piece of that history in your home.  The ornament 
comes in a lovely keepsake box with a matching silk ribbon tied to the 
ornament.  

Order online at www.stcswalsh.org for $30 plus shipping, or stop by the 
school and buy one in the main office for $25. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Jessica Policastro 
in the Marketing and Alumni Office by email at  
jessica.policastro@walshstcs.org.

Walsh Ornament On Sale Now!
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Foreign Exchange Students

Fly High With The Eagles
By: Eric DiMartino, Director of Athletics

We are pleased to 
welcome several 
YFU (Youth For 
Understanding) 
foreign exchange 
students to    
Archbishop Walsh 
Academy! Lasse 
From of Birkerod, 
Denmark, is enrolled 
in 12th grade, and 
staying with host 
parents Rich and 
Liselle Esposito. 
Parita Manajak 
of Udon Thani, 
Thailand, is enrolled 
in 10th grade and 
staying with Mike 
and Jennifer Forney. 
Quang Nghiem 

of Hanoi, Vietnam, has joined our 10th grade and is staying in 
international student housing, supervised by Dormitory Adviser,  
Mary Hinz. We look forward to these students joining the  
STCS/Walsh family and hope they have a memorable exchange  
year with us! 

YFU is an international educational exchange organization 
consisting of partners in more than 50 different countries. The 

The Archbishop Walsh sports program is springing into action as fall 
sports are here and looking to rebound from last year. As the soccer 
team transitions into having new coaches in Coach Andrew Tufino and 
Coach Kristen Parks, the team is taking shape and improving every 
day. The team looks to build off of last year, and with a more veteran 
team, the players are excited for the challenge. Varsity volleyball also 
looks ahead with a new coach in Coach Paul Mann, an experienced 
coach who has trained athletes at the college level and who has spent 
many years with travel team volleyball clubs. He brings his expertise 
to a small group who is soaking in all of his value and wanting to 
improve. The new JV volleyball program has grown out of last year’s 
modified team and also has new coaches in Coach Lara McCormick 
and Coach Layne Dowdall, both of whom have played volleyball 
in high school and at St. Bonaventure University. Both coaches are 
excited for this challenge and want to see the girls do well. The young 
group excels and works well together and is willing to work hard to 
see the improvement on the court. Another fall sport the school has 
continued with is our cross-country team, and the runners are excited 
to have the opportunity to compete. 

Walsh | 5

With Coach Andy Moore and Coach Matt Kickman coming back into 
their head coaching roles of boys and girls varsity basketball, the season 
is right around the corner. Both coaches hold open gyms and weightlifting 
regularly and want to give the players a chance to keep shooting before 
the season begins. Returning players are thrilled to start practices and 
challenge IAC opponents for the throne. All of the players and coaches 
are happy to have conditioning taking place this early, as it gives the 
players a chance to get back in the groove. 

As for spring sports, girls and boys are excited to have golf return for 
another season. Softball is looking to keep improving as the program has 
returned. 

All of our qualified, experienced coaches are looking to have exciting and 
successful seasons this year and help our student-athletes grow.

Remember: Once an Eagle, Always an Eagle

Go Eagles!!

organization has been operating for more than 60 years and believes that full 
cultural immersion is the most effective means to gain the skills needed to 
thrive in an increasingly multicultural, interconnected, and competitive global 
society. As an IB School, we also think this is a perfect opportunity for our 
students and school community to explore and gain a deeper understanding of 
different cultures at Walsh!

If anyone is interested in hosting a foreign exchange student, please contact 
Mary Beth Garvin, admissions director, at marybeth.garvin@walshstcs.org.

Dominic & Marcus Esposito and Lasse From 

Forney Family with Parita

By: Mary Beth Garvin, Director of Admissions & Student Life



This month, we 
are pleased to 
feature Archbishop 
Walsh graduate 
from the Class of 
1966, Maureen 
Mooney Reid, who 
has written and 
published her first 
novel, Becoming 
Herself. The book 
has thus far received 
outstanding reviews, 
with Reader Reviews 
and Clarion Review 
each giving it their 
highest rating of 5 
stars.

Maureen holds an impressive series of degrees and positions. After 
her graduation from Archbishop Walsh, Maureen completed her 
undergraduate degree at Niagara University, where she would later be 
recognized as their outstanding alumna in 2010. Maureen then pursued 
a graduate degree in Higher Education Administration as well as an 
MBA.

These degrees helped Maureen advance her career, as she moved from 
being a Dean of Students at a private liberal arts college to directing 
the Human Resources agenda for an international law firm. In her 
last venture before publishing her book, Maureen managed her own 
consulting practice. 

Maureen’s  journey into authorship traces back generations. The 
story for Becoming Herself was inspired by Maureen’s maternal 
grandmother, Margaret George, an Irish immigrant. According to the 
family’s lore, Margaret was orphaned at a  young age and adopted by 
a family in Wyoming County, NY, where she was raised and lived out 
her life.

The novel, however, is factual only in its historical markers of events 
such as the New York suffragette movement. “The rest of the story, 

Margaret’s life as a woman at the start of the 20th century trying to find her 
place in the world, is fictionalized,” Maureen said. “I liked to think that it 
tells about the time that women gave up the corset and found their voice.”

Bringing that voice to the pages of her book proved to be a matter 
of putting pen to paper, Maureen said. Maureen acknowledged that 
beginning to write her book was not as intimidating as some might 
believe. “The statistics say that 80% of us want to write a book while only 
about 10% every get around to it,” she said. “So, I did what every writer 
needs to do—I simply started to write.”

“The most telling thing I learned is that writing the book is actually 
the easy part,” she continued. “The book publishing business is very 
challenging and gets more so with the advances in technology and online 
readerships. There is as much work to publish and publicize as there is to 
produce the work.”

The writing process can feel very different from person to person, 
Maureen also noted, and thus suggested writers follow what feels right for 
them. “Some authors do a very detailed outline and then proceed to write 
from that structure,” she said. “I, like others, have a general idea of where 
the story is going but let the characters and plot take over.”

“You do what is best for you and be wary if others give you any different 
advice.”

Reflecting on her own life, Maureen 
fondly recalls her time at Archbishop 
Walsh. “I remember hanging green serge 
skirts and white cotton blouses in my 
closet, decorating for proms that were 
held in the school’s gym, and traveling 
to Buffalo as part of the debate team,” 
she said. “Walsh made a difference in my 
life—it provided me not only with a solid 
education but with the discipline and self-
confidence to attempt to become all I was 
capable of becoming. You continue that 
same tradition today.”

Maureen also lauded the faculty and staff at  Archbishop Walsh for 
continuing to offer curricula within its Franciscan tradition that is both 
challenging and rigorous. “I am proud that Walsh continues its mission to 
develop compassionate global citizens,” she said. 

Maureen is married and lives in the metropolitan New York area with 
many family and friends. Asked if she plans to continue her foray into the 
literary world, Maureen tells us, “Absolutely,” and her next book will be 
the sequel to Becoming Herself. “I hope to have it in readers’ hands by the 
fall of 2020.”

Maureen’s book, Becoming Herself, is available for purchase on Amazon. 
For more information about the book and updates about Maureen, check 
out her website: https://maureenreidauthor.com.

Alumni Spotlight
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Military Wall of Honor
The Archbishop Walsh Military Wall of Honor now holds the names 
of 66 alumni who have served their country.  We would like to 
continue to add names to the wall and are looking for information.  If 
you know of someone who should be added, please contact Jessica 
Policastro at jessica.policastro@walshstcs.org or visit our website 
www.stcswalsh.org to fill out a Wall of Honor Submission Form.  
We will host a small ceremony November 12, 2019, to honor new 
inductees. Details of this event as well as the names currently on the 
wall can be found on the school website.
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Reid Book Gathering  Left to Right is Mary Jane Covley 
Walker, Catherine Serianni, Sue Chipchak Leese, Marie 
Macknica Villeneuve,Sue Abdo Monroe, Pam Brennan 
Bump, Laura Morinello LaVia, Maureen Mooney Reid, 
Linda Gleason Connelly, Judy Duggan Yorke, Phyllis 

Balcerzak Washburn, and Annette Rogers Smith. 



A
LU

M
N

I U
PD

ATES

51st All-Alumni Reunion
The 51st All-Alumni Reunion was held August 3, 2019, with 
graduating classes from 1964, 1969, 1974, 1979, 1984, 1989, 1994, 
1999, 2004, 2009, and 2014 receiving special recognition. Members 
of the Class of 1969 celebrated their 50th year. 

The day started with the Archbishop Walsh 
Alumni and Friends Golf Tournament, which 
was a huge success.  Later that evening, the 
doors of the school opened, and alumni were 
invited to tour the school as well as attend 
a dedication ceremony for the new names 
added to the Archbishop Walsh Military 
Wall of Honor. Dinner started in the school 
gymnasium as the DJ played hits from the 
60’s and 70’s, while Walsh student volunteers 
served food.

A total of 120 guests attended the festivities, 
and the gym was decorated in Walsh’s 
colors, with yearbooks and memorabilia 
filling the space. After the meal, Walsh 

Dr. John J. 
Watson ’84 
Memorial Lockers
Since the locker dedication was 
created in June 2016, six lockers 
have been dedicated to alumni who 
have passed away.

and STCS President Thomas J. Manko 
offered remarks and thanked everyone 
for attending. He also congratulated the 
Class of ’69 on celebrating 50 years.  
The evening finished with dancing and 
laughter.

We were honored to have so many Walsh 
alumni in attendance and look forward to 
another year of memories.

Watch your mailbox for more 
information about next year’s 52nd All-
Alumni Reunion & Golf Tournament, 
slated for the weekend of July 30th, 
August 1st, and 2nd in 2020.

Lockers have been dedicated to Dave Ash ’68, 
Bill Smith ’68, Rob Ruby ’68, Paul  
Stevenson ’70, and Vince Bassanelli ’71. 

The last locker to have been dedicated was to 
Gary Filjones, as a gift from his peers in the 
Class of 1968.  His plaque reads “Gary  
Filjones ’68.  A talented musician and a ferocious 
linebacker.  From the Class of 1968.”

Those wishing to dedicate a locker should 
contact Jessica Policastro by email at jessica.
policastro@walshstcs.org, or phone 
716-372-8122 for details.
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Photos from the 51st Annual  
All-Alumni Reunion
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Alumni Homecoming Game in February!
This year, we will be celebrating the Archbishop Walsh Academy homecoming basketball game 
Saturday, February 1, 2020, at 12 p.m.  The Walsh varsity boys’ team will play against Central 
Christian Academy from Dunkirk, NY.  Alumni will receive free admission and an appetizer reception.  
After the boys’ varsity game, alumni will compete head-to-head in their own Alumni vs. Alumni 
basketball game. 

 Invitations with details will be mailed December 2019.  We hope you will join us as we cheer 
      on our Walsh Eagles and alumni!

  For up-to-date information, you can also check our website at www.stcswalsh.org 
   under the Alumni Tab.


